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was obliged to retrace his steps and return hither to
await more favorable weather, and better news.

At the very time of his return, there happened to
be here that brave Christian of the Residence of la
Conception, Joseph Chihwatenhwa, whose speeches
and conversations having more than ever kindled
him, he redoubled his earnest requests for baptism,
which was finally granted him on the 2oth of Decem-
ber; he was named Mathias, as the one to whose lot
it had fallen to be the first Christian of this village,
as well as the first Catechumen baptized in good
health and with solemnity. And it happened that
his cabin bore the name of this holy Apostle, in
accordance with the devout purpose that we have
entertained to place every cabin of the Savages, in
the village where we labor, [78] under the patronage
and protection of some saint of Paradise.

What caused us the more readily to yield to his
wishes was that he was daily upon the point of set-
ting out on his journey, and that, four or five days
before, he had protested to some Chiefs of the village
that he was ready to give up all the dances and dia-
bolical superstitions of the country, but particularly
the dance of the Naked omnes, of which he was the
head and Master. This good man, after having
answered and performed all the renunciations that are
found in the ceremonies of Baptism, during Mass
mentally revolving the question if there were any
evil thing to which he was attached, and nothing
occurring to him but Tobacco, immediately asked if
tobacco were forbidden, explaining that he was quite
ready to give it up and abandon it, in case it were
not allowable to use it. This resolution may pass
for one of the most heroic acts of which a Savage is



